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Madduri Annapoornaiah

Sitarama Raju. When Gandhiji was asked to express his opinion
about Sitaramaraju, he wanted them to send particulars of
Sitaramaraju's life. When he received a detailed account of his life
he expressed his opinion as follows: "I do not have sympathy or
admiration for the armed revolution but I cannot refrain from ex-
pressing my appreciation for a man like Sitarama Raju who is an
young man of simplicity, character and courage. If the particulars
supplied by Annapoornaiah^re correct he is not a rebel - He is a
great 'Hero' How good it will be if all"the young men of your coun-
try cultivate Sitarama Raju's patriotism, courage, valour, skill and
constructive ability and use them in a non-violent manner for win-
ning India's Independence!11.
The same opinion Gandhiji expressed in "Young India" dated
July 18, 1929. Gandhiji visited Sitanagar Ashram in May 1929 and
studied the working of "the Congress", printing office. Subsequently
he wrote in "Young India' expressing his unreserved appreciation
of the work being done there. He wrote. "The staff of thL paper
were sitting on mats and writing on the desks placed on the floor. I
was happy to observe this" - Madduri Annapoornaiah and Pandiri
Mallikarjunarao had lengthy discussions with Gandhiji on violence
and non-violence. Writing in his 'Young India1 dated 16th May 1929
Gandhiji stated "A Telugu weekly is being published from the Ashram
under the name 'Congress'' - It has now become self-supporting. Its
editor Madduri Annapoornaiah had the honour of going to the jail
on charge of sedition for publishing the paper. Still the paper is
alive.1'
"The paper had humble beginnings - It was cyclostyled on a
fool-scap size paper. Gradually its circulation improved. Income
increased - Now it is coining out in royal size with 14 pages of
matter. It prints only a limited number of advertisements. It will not
accept advertisement's dealing with foreign goods, drugs etc. This
paper stands for complete Independence, but not mere Dominion
Status. They have proudly announced this policy in their report.
Regular publication of Hindi lessons in Telugu script is its special
feature".